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Qualitative Methods


LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Qualitative Methods:  Sociology 5113F

Dr. Sharon-dale Stone






Fall 2006

Office:  RB2038





 Fridays 10:00-1:00

Phone:  343-8530


         email: sdstone@lakeheadu.ca

Description And Objectives

This seminar course is designed with two primary objectives in mind:

1. To introduce students to the principles behind qualitative research and methods and discuss issues such as:

· the relationship between theory and method

· justification for the use of qualitative methods in sociology

· how to distinguish “good” qualitative research from research that is poorly executed

· ethical issues in qualitative research.

2. To encourage students to develop and refine qualitative research skills. To this end, students will be required to undertake qualitative research mini-projects. Research issues to be discussed include:

· developing a research question/preparing for research

· methods of data collection

· organizing data

· data interpretation and analysis

Readings

1. Mishler, Elliot G. 1986. Research Interviewing: Context and Narrative (Cambridge, Ma.: Harvard University Press) STRONGLY RECOMMENDED

2. Rossman, Gretchen B. and Sharon F. Rallis. 2003. Learning in the Field: An Introduction to Qualitative Research, 2nd ed. (Thousand Oaks, Ca.: Sage Publications) REQUIRED

3. Stone, Sharon Dale (gatherer). 2006. Readings in Qualitative Methods (Thunder Bay: Lakehead University) REQUIRED

Assignments and Weight (see details, pp 4-5)

	Theoretical/Conceptual Issues paper (4-6 pp)
	Due Sept. 29
	 15%

	Social Location paper (4-6 pp)
	Due Oct. 13
	15%

	Observational Research Report
	Due Nov. 10
	20%

	Interview Research Report
	Due Dec. 8
	20%

	Seminar Participation


Presentation
	Every class
	20%

10%


Note that due dates for assignments are firm and students should plan well in advance to ensure that they will be able to get them done on time.  Extensions may be granted if there are exceptional circumstances beyond the control of students, and if a request for an extension is made at least one week in advance of the due date.  Otherwise, late papers will not be accepted.

Schedule of Weekly Topics and Readings (* = pdf from prof.)

	Week 1

Sept. 8
	Introduction to the course

Readings:

Rossman & Rallis, Ch 1 “Qualitative Research as Learning”

	For Week 2, bring to class a piece of qualitative research that you think is interesting and be prepared to discuss: why it is interesting; the paradigmatic assumptions framing the research; and the author’s voice.

	Week 2

Sept. 15
	Paradigmatic Assumptions
Readings:

Rossman & Rallis, Chapter 2

Egon Guba & Yvonna Lincoln, “Competing Paradigms in Qualitative Research.” Ch 6 in Denzin, Norman K. and Yvonna S. Lincoln (eds.). 1994. Handbook of Qualitative Research. Thousand Oaks, Ca.: Sage Publications.*

	Week 3

Sept. 22
	Issues in Interpretivism and Constructionism
Readings:

Readings #1: Thomas Schwandt “Constructivist, Interpretivist Approaches to Human Inquiry”

Readings #2: James Holstein & Jaber Gubrium, “Phenomenology, Ethnomethodology, and Interpretive Practice”

	Due Sept. 29:  4-6 pp on theoretical/conceptual issues

	Week 4

Sept. 29
	Narrative Inquiry

Readings #3: Susan Chase, “Narrative Inquiry”
Readings #4: Jane Elliott, “The Researcher as Narrator”
Cox, Susan M., (2003). “Stories in Decisions” Qualitative Sociology 26 (2): 257-280*

Recommended:

Somers, Margaret R. (1994). “The Narrative Constitution of Identity” Theory and Society 23 (5): 605-649*

	Week 5

Oct. 6
	Ethical Issues

Readings:

Rossman & Rallis, Chapters 3 & 6

Readings # 5: Maurice Punch, “Politics and Ethics in Qualitative Research”
Readings # 6: Clifford Christians, “Ethics and Politics in Qualitative Research”

Lakehead University Ethics Guidelines

	Due Oct. 13:  4-6 pp on the significance of social location


	Week 6

Oct. 13
	Issues in Data Gathering
Readings:
Rossman & Rallis, Chapters 4 & 5 & 7

Recommended: Rossman & Rallis, Ch 8

	Week 7

Oct. 20
	Issues in Gathering Observational Data
Readings # 7: John Smith & Deborah Deemer, “The Problem of Criteria in the Age of Relativism”

Readings # 8: Harry Wolcott, “Confessions of a ‘Trained’ Observer”

	Week 8

Oct. 27
	Issues in Interviewing
Readings:
Readings # 9: Corinne Glesne & Alan Peshkin, “Making Words Fly”

Readings # 10: Kathryn Anderson & Dana Jack, “Learning to Listen”

James Holstein & Jaber Gubrium, “The Active Interview.” Pp 140-161 in David Silverman (ed.), Qualitative Research: Theory Method and Practice, 2nd edition. Thousand Oaks, Ca.: Sage Publications, 2004.*

Recommended:

Elliot Mishler, Research Interviewing: Context and Narrative

	Week 9

Nov. 3
	Internet Interviewing

Readings # 11: Annette Markham, “Internet Communication as a Tool for Qualitative Research”
Readings # 12: Chris Mann & Fiona Stewart, “Internet Interviewing”

	Due Nov. 10:  Observational Research Report

	Week 10

Nov. 10
	Issues in Interviewing (cont’d)
Designing an interview guide

No readings

	Week 11

Nov. 17
	Analysis and Interpretation
Readings:
Rossman & Rallis, Ch 10

Readings # 13: Harry Wolcott, “Description, Analysis, and Interpretation in Qualitative Inquiry”

Readings # 14: David Altheide & John Johnson, “Criteria for Assessing Interpretive Validity in Qualitative Research”

Recommended:

Rossman & Rallis, Ch 11

	Week 12

Nov. 24
	Presenting Qualitative Research:  The Issue of Voice
Readings:
Rossman & Rallis, Ch 12

	
	Due Dec. 8:  Interview Research Report


Assignment Details

Format Guidelines for Written Assignments

· do not include a title page but write your name and the title of your paper at the top of the first page

· all papers must be typed and double-spaced, using a font size comparable to Times New Roman 12 pt. or Arial 11 pt.

· margins on each page must be at least 1” on all sides

· page numbers must be on all pages except the first

· do not staple your pages but use a paper-clip

· do not place your paper inside any kind of cover

· grammar and spelling can make or break a paper, thus all papers MUST BE PROOFREAD
Seminar Participation

This seminar course depends upon the active and informed participation of all members of the seminar. Each student will be expected to facilitate one or more seminar discussions, and all students will be expected to be prepared to discuss issues raised by the readings. To this end, students (even when not responsible for facilitating a seminar discussion) are expected to bring questions for discussion that are based on the required readings.

Paper on Theoretical/Conceptual Issues, due Sept. 29 (4-6 pp.)

As part of a discussion of the relationship between research goals and the research paradigm used, argue the merits of using a particular research paradigm and analyze the implications for qualitative research. E.g., if you argue the merits of critical theory, what would your paradigmatic assumptions be, and what would be the consequences for research? If you have a particular research project in mind you may use this as a reference point, or you may write a more general discussion on the relationship between goals and paradigm.

Paper on the Significance of Social Location, due Oct. 13 (4-6 pp.)

Identify a qualitative research project that interests you, and discuss the role played by your own social location in shaping your interest. Include a discussion of how your social location affects:

· the kinds of research questions that interest you;

· your approach to research; and

· the kinds of things it is possible for you to find out as you do research. With reference to your identified interest, are there ways in which your social location constrains what you can learn?

This paper should be an elaboration of the writing activity discussed in Rossman & Rallis, pp 58-59.

Observational Research Report, due Nov. 10 (10-20 pp.)

You are required to observe a situation without interacting with others and write a reflexive and analytical report that includes:

· a discussion of your conceptual baggage;

· a discussion of the process of discovery;

· a presentation of the data;

· an analysis of the data; and

· a conclusion.

You may find it helpful to review Rossman & Rallis’ discussions on pp. 194-197 and 243-245. Other details to be discussed in class.

Interview Research Report, due Dec. 8 (10-20 pp.)

You are required to conduct a brief (15-30 min.) but in-depth interview with 2 people (i.e. 2 different interviews) on a topic that interests you. Do not interview people you know well.  As with the observational report, this report should be reflexive and analytical, and include:

· a discussion of your conceptual baggage;

· a discussion of the process of discovery;

· a presentation of the data;

· an analysis of the data; and

· a conclusion.

Other details to be discussed in class.
Selected Qualitative Journals

Forum: Qualitative Social Research

International Journal of Qualitative Methods

International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education

Journal of Contemporary Ethnography

Qualitative Research

Qualitative Sociology

Qualitative Health Research

Qualitative Inquiry

Studies in Symbolic Interaction

Symbolic Interactionism

